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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 15249 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, TECH, US, EG, GW 

SUBJECT: QATTARA DEPRESSION PROJECT: NUCLEAR ASPECTS 

REF: (A) STATE 218728; (B) BONN 13453 

EMBASSY WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT FRG SUPPORT FOR 
QATTARA FEASIBILITY STUDY IS HANDLED BY AN INTER- 
MINISTERIAL STEERING COMMITTEE, AND THAT DR. OPPELT, 

WHO IS AT ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEVEL, REPRESENTS 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION MINISTRY ON THIS STEERING 
COMMITTEE. AS OFFICER IN CHARGE OF DESK HANDLING 
EGYPT AID, SAHLMANN WOUID BE FULLY INFORMED ABOUT 
FEASIBILITY STUDY. HOWEVER WE DOUBT THAT HE WOULD 
HAVE MUCHINFLUENCE ON FRG DECISION TO APPROVE OR 
DISAPPROVE ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURES. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, SEPT. 10 ISSUE OF FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 
ZEITUNG CARRIED TENDE FOR INVITATIONS BY QATTARA EXECUTIVE 
PROJECT AUTHORITY FOR TEN GEOTECHNIC BOREHOLE 
INVESTIGATIONS AND FOR A TEST TUNNEL AND SHAFT. THE 
TENDER INDICATED THAT THESE PROJECTS ARE ENVISAGED TO 
BE FINANCED BY KREDITANSTALT FUER WIEDERAUFBAU. 
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